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CHAFTEB IX.

Alexander HI. and the Popes to the close of the Twelfth Century.

THE liistory of Becket lias been throughout almost its
whole course that of Pope Alexander III.: it has shown
the Pontiff as an exile in France, and after his return to
Rome. The support of the English Primate, more or
less courageous and resolute, or wavering and lukewarm,
has been in exact measure to his own prosperity and
danger. When Alexander seems to abandon the cause
of the English Primate, he is trembling before his own
adversaries, or embarrassed with increasing difficulties;
when he boldly, either through himself or his legates,
takes part against the King of England, it is because he
feels strong enough to stand without the countenance or
without the large pecuniary aids lavished by Henry.

Alexander remained in France above three years-
April, 1162, During that time the kingdom of Sicily was
sept lies, restored to peace and order ; the Emperor had
returned to Germany, where he seemed likely to be
fully occupied with domestic wars; the Italian republics
were groaning under the oppressive yoke of their con-
queror, which they were watching the opportunity to
throw off, Milan, given up to ruin, fire, and, most de-
structive of all, to the fury of her. enemies, was razed to
the earth, if not sown with salt. Lodi, Cremona, Pavia,
had risen from her ashes; but walls had grown up,
trenches sunk around the condemned city. Milan's old
allies had rivalled in zeal, activity, and devotion het